The Civil War to WWI

Good morning. Welcome (or welcome back) to UU History tbtdugh the
stories of people who lived it. This morning we’ll be discugshe aftermath

of the Civil War, the late ¥9century and the Social Gospel movement. As we
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usually do, let’s start with our chalice lighting, invokitig spirits of the churck
mothers and fathers who have come before us.

Chalice lighting

If you have missed some of the sessions of thisrlgisiass and would like to
fill in the holes, you can find all of the texts rned on the Emerson Website
First go to Religious Education/Adult, then to CurriculuAbout the middle of
the page you will find the links.

Our spiritual ancestors go way back to the first centargroon era when a
presbyter in Alexandria named Arius fought with the popeth@egmperor that
there was only one God: Jesus was not divine. AftetiMbauther began the
Protestant Reformation, theologians in France, Polamchsylvania and
England took up the cause of one God.

In the United States, the Unitarian movement startédd Congregational
Churches in New England, and only later was influenced éyhigologians
from the continent. By and large the Unitarians clungaditional Christian
values, practices and beliefs, including baptism, comnmyine belief in
heaven or hell, and only differed from their Congregatidmothers in their
belief that Jesus was not “of the same substance” asb@badias higher than al
mortals. The Unitarian ministers and their congregatrogi® for the most part
Harvard educated, financially well off, theologicallydral, but politically and
socially conservative.

The Universalists, however, developed in rural areds asi®®ennsylvania and
Vermont, and by Unitarian standards, their preachers f1em the wrong side
of the tracks and their congregations served a lowerlsdass. The issue thal
truly sepaated the two groups, however, was the question of univesbaition.
The Unitarians believed in heaven and hell as mucinghiag for the good of
the social order. The Universalists believed that a good Godbvmot make
any man just to condemn him to everlasting torment. Thisiposiad
consequences: in some communities Universalists @b lidid office because
they obviously weren’t afraid of going to hell after deatid would therefore d
all matter of evil deeds while in office. Hosea Ballosisted that God was not
a wrathful deity but a loving deity; His “Treatise on Atmment” spelled out his
reasoning that God is unlimited, so God'’s love is also unbound.rgded
forcefully against the Trinity, saying that a rational Gezlild not present an
irrational revelation. This Treatise came a decadesaamalfbefor e the
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Unitarians embraced that name as an appropriate reflamtibeir theological
position. Within 10 years of the publication of Thedtrge — about 1815 --, the
Universalists had become Unitarian in their theology.

How many of you heard Mark’s sermon last Sunday about tineet$alist’s
message of hope? He talked about the time period that wmé&rested in
today. The Civil War had a profound effect on the counfiyst and foremost,
men had killed their fellow countrymen. The seemingly randesnédeath
wrecked peacetime faith in a good and just God. In fawtyevwas God on the
battlefield? Never again in the history of our countryldeevangelical
Christianity so dominate public life.
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The Civil War gave us a new sense of identity. Gagesnused that before th
War one referred to the county as “The United States adritm, they”. After
the War, the pronoun was “ it.” The period after tteg iwecame a time to
create new structures based on this new understanding. 187i@eveasitennia
year for John Murray’s arrival in Gloucester and thewdrsalists decided to
hold a huge celebration. The women raised $35,000 to fund theQav—
and when the men offered to manage it for them, thatepotleclined. The
Universalists created a new structure for their denoimimaéihat ended up with
three tiers structure with most of the power at theedével. More than 12,000
attended the Conference. The tension between the catigerand liberal
wings remained, however, exemplified by the adoption oWWinechester
Profession of Faith without its “liberty clause, ankdeaesy trial of a Minnesota
minister for preaching the views of Emerson and Parker

* The Winchester Profession had first been adopted in 1807tsditmbrty
clause that said congregations could add whatever thegavamit as
long as the new material did not contradict the origindlhe profession
contained three major clauses

* Holy Bible contains revelations of God

* One God, one Lord Jesus Christ, one Holy Spirit

* Believers maintain order and do good works

Well, that made things ambiguous enough for the liberals tmivortable.
After 1870, however, the fit got more and more uncomfortable




As Mark said Sunday, at one time Universalism with itssage of
universalism salvation was th& Brgest denomination of Christianity in the
country. Even though the struggle over a creed was blahmgpotng people
formed the first ever national church youth organizatiblissionaries were sel
to Japan. Although not much of a force in Japan, the mi$sid a decided
effect on Universalism here to redefine Universalism herelation to
Christian thought and world religion

Missionaries were sent to the south as well. In 189ll&€uHamilton Shinn
traveled extensively, establishing churches wherever pessthhce ministers
were scarce, he set the pattern for Fellowships thaivesrtoday. The
Universalists were also the first denomination to organizatianal youth
movement.

The Unitarians responded with the new sense of nationHtedlee Civil War
by forming the National Conference of Unitarian Churcdites meeting
attended by over 200 churches. The meeting was not allrezgsednd light.
The conservative wing which wanted to cling to its closadilian ties and the
liberal wing which wanted to be an inclusive church agtedtle constitution
only with the proviso that it was not binding on anyonee d@alegates did
approve $100,000 for denominational affairs and a like amounpmsu

Antioch College. In 1867, after months of informal distos, the liberals met

in Boston to establish the Free Religion Associatidmctvnever established
churches but did publish significant materials and functiosefie@voice of
radical religion and a force on Unitarianism. The Freédin Association
finally disbanded when main stream Unitarianism moved durtiberal.

The Western Conference of the Unitarian Church wasalkagd of the main
body. It was formed in 1852 to serve the needs of the congnegatithe
Mississippi basin, and by 1875, were decidedly more ratheal the National
Conference. In 1886, in fact, after a long and acrimordebsite, they adoptec
“the Western Unitarian Conference conditions its felbip on no dogmatic
tests, but welcomes all who wish to join it to help lelstd Truth, Righteousnes
and Love in the World.” Inevitably the conservativethiew and formed
their own conference.

Organism may divide to grow, but when churches start dividiey usually
shrink. That and events in the country may account fodelaéne in Unitarian
churches in the late Y&entury. The Great Chicago fire wiped out a major
church and a fire in Boston devastated the denominatioasdes, followed by
a series of economic panics and depressions. In 1884, théehueorganized
into the American Unitarian Association and became a deraimnal structure
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rather than an organization of individuals. By 1900 it Wwaice the size as it
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had been in 1865 and it was ready to join the Social Gospelmanie

Last week we talked some about churches’ involvement inlsaxtian
movements. How does that differ from the Social Gosjget?al Gospel was a
movement led by a group of liberal Protestant progressiveesponse to the
social problems raised by the rapid industrialization, midzdion, and

increasing immigration of th&ilded Age The social gospel differentiated itse

from earlier Christian reform movements by prioritizsawrial salvation over
individual salvation. The views of the Social Gospel emognt were given
formal expression in 1908 when the Federal Council oCifxgrches of Christ
in America adopted what was later called "the socialdcoé¢he churches."
Advocated in the creed were the abolition of child labaiteb&vorking
conditions for women, one day off during the week, anditjie of every
worker to a living wage. With the rise of the organized labovement in the
early 20th cent. the Social Gospel movement lost mucts afppeal as an
independent force. However, many of its ideals were &téodied in the New
Deal legislation of the 1930s.

Many credit or blame Darwin for the Gilded Age andekents that led up to
Social Gospel movement. Actually, social Darwinism, foatad by Herbert
Spence, predated the publication of “Origin of the Sg®etilt was Spence w
coined the phrase “survival of the fittest.” Wherea®teefthe churches had to
people to improve themselves for the glory of God, Sociavidésm allowed
them to pursue self-improvement for the good of the speéiad.you know
where that led: to the Gilded Age. The name, creayddark Twain, refers to
the process dfilding or covering base metal or wood with glittering materia
and is meant to ridicule ostentatious display. AlthoinghGilded Age ushered
in our modern industrial economy, the price to thosemtia business tycoon
status was sometimes high.
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The 20" century was to have been the Christian century whemlrand ethical
thought would be made manifest in human relations and sostautions.
Universalists, like others, felt compelled to examine tiead and moral
implications of the faith they had professed in lighthe Gilded Age. Clarenc
R Skinner was the most influencial Universalist in thst faalf of the 28
Century.

He was born into a Universalist family, trained at a Urggést seminary,
married a Universalist classmate and fellow Phi Beta Kappa ordained, and
called to Universalist churches in Mt. Vernon, NY and LowdW where he
had very successful pastorates. In 1914 he was appointedfaxthty of the
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Crane Theology School at Tulfts.




A year later Skinner publishélthe Social Implications of Universalism, an
interpretation of the Social Gospel that went well beydwedstope of Protestant
Christianity. In it, he offered an optimistic, socitiisvision of the "kingdom of
heaven" to be established on earth. This was the finspiahensive theologica
treatment of Universalism to appear in many years, ied@rnew interpretatio
of the church's mission, and established Skinner as@ s@pkesperson for th
denomination.
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After the U. S. entry into the First World War, Skinmeas widely attacked for
his pacifist views but was staunchly defended by the sclueds.

Skinner drafted a declaration of social principles ¢ adopted by the
Convention in 1917.
» Economic Order: equal share in common gifts of God aaddition all
that he earns
» Social Order: equal rights for all; help for weak untéyttbecome strong
* Moral Order: human law and action mirrors moral order ofense
» Spiritual Order: build out of growing lives of men the ghogvtemple of
the living God

After the armistice, Skinner was again widely attacklid, time for his

advocacy of a socialist new world order. The Medford kdiddJniversalist
Church terminated his part-time ministry, and the Boststridi attorney called
for an investigation.

By 1920 when the Universalist denomination was declining ataaming rate
and the Social Gospel was all but dead. Skinner left theelsalist Church andl
founded the Community Church of Boston, which was alldsiok in its
membership, and had no denominational ties.

Last week we talked about whether churches should be sothe justice
business. | thought it might be instructive to see just w&iases some
organizations have as their emphasis on social justéleen | googled “social
justice” a couple of weeks ago this web site was therfientioned!

The second one on the list was the UUA, and herewarefficial priorities:

Here’s another that doesn’t have anything good to say abaalt jgistice.

This is a Catholic site

And a women’s group

Do you remember some of the statistics Mark gaveSastlay about what
Emerson does in the way of social justice issues ligtthem.
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The Board’s long range plan as | understand it does not novd@ahy social
action imperatives. What I'd like for you to do now is togs yourselves in
3’s and discuss what you feel to be the major problems atdounston that we
can have a significant impact in solving. Include thesengrthat you feel
strongly about. Rank them and come up with your group’s 8Hojees.
You'll have ??? minutes and then we’ll come back and cosrists.

Who would like to speak first?

Next month, May, will be our last session on UU Higtand will cover the
Humanist movement, WWII and the coming together otthgarians and the
Universalists.




